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Utah residents are no doubt - 


` tired of hearing the numbers of 


how dry their climate is. They 


can probably recite in their sleep . 
. that their state is the second dri- 


est in the nation. And there’s a 


+ good chance that they're. more. 
_ than vaguely .aware that they . 


pay the ‘second cheapest water 
rates in the mountain west. . 


scape water comes ton ‘the 
potable water supply. -” 
_ Which: leaves - residential 
users. A third of urban water use’ 
is indoors, while most of.:the 


fe - it 


remaining two-thirds ends.up.ony .. 


grass. But, .much of. that- water, 
ends up running down. street. 
gutters and storm drains because: - 
the sprinklers many people use: 
are inefficient and wasteful. All.. 
of us have seen arcing curtains of 
water irrigating asphalt: - l 


-t i^r With water at a premium, offi- i, 


ass Ry. 


But honestly, as normal homes. ‘dials are put in an awkward posi- 
owners, will that stop them from, tion. The government isn’t in the 
wanting a green lawn? Probably” business of telling people how to. 
not. And wanting a nice looking . use the water ney for, but: i 
yard to compliment a nice look- is’ obliged. to- offer suggestions ;* 
ing home isn’t necessarily a Daa about how to help that water go; 

g- further. And that’s where an, 

What should be of some con- innovative water conservation 

cern is that people like. Utah so program from the Bureau of. 


` much that nearly two and a half Reclamation and the Utah State 


million of them will be living University , Extension, nD 
along the Wasatch Front by 2020. comesin. ~”- 
In addition, much of the‘, “Landscape”. “Irrigation § 


state's surface water that can be `” Simplified,” or LIS i isa technique 


-, Captured in reservoirs, has been. .. for... teaching -a . more - efficient 
‘and’ environmental concerns: “method: of. applying “waténito 
` may, hinder new projects . from, ; turf, it’s 
` being sited by either the state or. ” ple’ that 


built around the princi”. 
‘only:a fixed amount of 
led to insure green- 
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federal government.: -` wid 
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«typical ‘homeowners and 5 


able, “urban” water on commer- - 
‘cial and. residential landscapes,. 


parks, golf courses and institu- 

tional landscapes. ; ‘ 
-In ‘the urban setting, some: 

places use non-treated water for.” 


_ landscape purposes, while in 


. onday? waters systems, ` land- ..- 


other communities without sec- 


enhanced: water «measuring - 
catch-cups, easy . ‘to’ understand. 
performance -evaluation.’ procé- 
dures for ceteraunig irrigation : 
system efficiency, step by. s 

iethods for pi ea e A 
soil types, ‘infiltration rates, apd. x 
much MOTE. «7% 4+ 
= attempt: ip, 9 impliy the 
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irrigation E is one of the , 
progm's_ strongest, selling _ 
Joints, “especially. with 
Re.tonatien Acting - keglona! 
.Direcios.. Rick Goid... Hs Lie “i 
“It's quite.2o04,” says Gold. 
“People glaze over if they don't - 
havea technical basis for under- . 
siending te concepts.” ,:. . 
. Gold:vas among nearly 90 .. 
:Salt Lake ¿gency empioyees v who i 
attended a one hour seminar on |. 
aay Oe LA aao kp 

The more we know, ‘the bet- 

ter we can teach it,” he said, “and `^. 


sotye. 


the more we use it, the better 


: Water users we become. 7: 
‘-»fReclamation, “in cooperation 
with .USU.Extension developed 
‘the LIS system as an aid'to-help - 
homeowners and landscape - 
managers improve the efficiency — 
oe irrigation practicgsiasa ` 
Extension;Agents „ 
rey ea Haining ‘Ef from ' 


x offici 


tween . "USU R é 
Reclamation, communities and ~ 
“Hwater. districts will insure, that - 
e public has access. to educa: 


` enced last year have. been hap- landscape managers ate apply-, dion in the LIS technique. ro 
. .pening more mqn ae ing abont twice EE wateras.§ Tools provided by. US can also ; 
- normal, causing people to draw. ‘the landscapes n accordin tem.designers 
. more heavily fom weils, which `.to Fred “Tifegren Aei SIETE AE EAEN, i 
in turn, lowers the.water table. -Landscape ‘Specialist. `. He: Says, } 8 pexformil a "tend iq 
State water ‘managers consid- “ inefficient sprinkler? “systems, . ed." ciütools also. include } 4 
. er Utah's current water situation . improperly set . sprinkler’:con- : Artio shat can be provii- i 
‘serious, but not unworkable, troller. and improper. irrigation. H nts ato insure n a 
especially if water. users take “scheduling _ contribute to“the ; operate ein ya fe, 
some action.. za OU problem: +: * i lg: at, oking forward to hav: a 
In Utah, a “water user” may.-, LIS provides ` ‘tools tovhelp ‘ing Odr:cou y agents t edin 
-be municipal, industrial, residen-, homeowners ahd landscape . ;the,LIS method; especially con-\} 
‘ tial or agricultural. In general, managers . address “the -major sidering the current climate con- 
agricultural users use non-treat- problems causing ‘inefficiencies. “ditions,” says ‘Extension Water £ 
: ed water for farms. Municipal, ` They-include f simplified irriga-- Kelly 
industrial and residential users, ‘tion schedule ‘based `on local . Kopp. She says that the simplici-’ - 
on the other hand, use the drink- ` evapo-transpiration;- „rates, f the technique`is going to. - 


D _itepostible. ‘for. them..to.. 
ting. ihe puii this © 
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-effortsiike this one ‘will goal goa tong a 
‘wayitoward helping -us teach the’ . 


meres of efficient, water} 


tases hte 


